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" Webster lias returned, and brought with
Mm. a pretty wife. I wish him success, but
I doubt, in the present decay of business in
our profession [the lawj, whether his profits
will enable him to keep up the style he sets
out with. I fear he will breakfast upon In-
stitutes, dine upon Dissertations, and go to
bed supperless." The breakfast was indeed
likely to prove the only substantial meal;
how substantial it proved we have already
noticed. No doubt Webster appeared to his
friends, as half to himself, a restless, uneasy
man, incapable of steady application to law,
and making hazardous ventures in litera-
ture in that combined character of author
and publisher which the circumstances of
the time rendered almost necessary to any
one who undertook to make a profession of
letters.

It is a little significant of Webster's re-
lation to literature that he moved outside
of the knot of men known in our literary
history as the Hartford wits. So many re-
cent claimants for the position of demo-
cratic jester have engaged the public at-
tention that the Hartford wits who amused
our grandfathers rest their fame now rather
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